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Dementia
epidemic
looming

THE Government needs to act now to
prevent a crisis of care for people liv-
ing with dementia in New Zealand,
says Alzheimers New Zealand.

The organisation has released a
report Economic Impact of Dementia
in New Zealand, which was lauded by
Dr Bryan Bang as the first comprehen-
sive research to produce robust data
on the prevalence and incidence of de-_
mentia, the health system costs, the
burden of disease and the cost benefits
of delaying institutional care.

Dr Bang, who chairs Alzheimers N7,
says the report shows the number of
people living with dementia is much
higher than previously estimated.

The report estimates in 2008 there
are an estimated 40,746 New Zealand-
ers with dementia Of these, 12,333
were newly diagnosed this year.

Alzheimers spokeswoman Joy Simp-
son says the report confirmed what
had long been suspected.

“We have always thought the
numbers were higher than our
estimates.”

However, she warns this is just the
tip of the iceberg and New Zealand is
potentially facing a dementia epi-
demic.

“By 2026, the number of New Zea-
landers with dementia is projected to
increase to 74,821. By 2050, there will
be 146,699 people with dementia

“In the year 2050, more people will
be diagnosed with dementia than the
total number of people with dementia
in 2000,” Ms Simpson says.

However, Dr Bang says it’s not all
bad news. “We do have the capacity to
improve things.

“Alzheimers New Zealand believes
the country is well placed to deal with
the increasing incidence of dementia
as long as appropriate levels of
funding and resourcing are put in

place.”
Wednesday, 23 July 2008, p. 5

Page 1 of 1

media_ watch

All information contained herein is protected by copyright. You may not copy, reproduce, record, retransmit, sell, publish, distribute, share or store this information in any form or by any means without the prior written consent of
the Print Media Copyright Agency. You may not remove any copyright notice or proprietary notices. Ph (04) 498-4487 or email info@pmca.co.nz for further information.



